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them, if the King did not immediately repent, dismiss
his evil counsellors, acknowledge that the
Church was not subject to him as a handmaid, P
but superior as a mistress, and abandon those usages which
had been established in the spirit of pride against the
liberty of the holy Church (the investiture), to proceed
at once to the election of a new sovereign, a sovereign
approved by the Pope. He anticipates the embarrass-
ment of their oath sworn to the Empress Agnes. She,
no doubt, when Henry shall be deposed, will give her
consent; the Pope would absolve them from their
oath.

The diet met at Tribur near Darmstadt.    Thither
came Eudolph of Swabia, Otho of  Saxony,
Guelf of Bavaria, the two former rivals for
the throne if it should be vacant by the deposition of
Henry.    All the old enemies, all the revolted friends,
the bishops who had opposed, the bishops who had con-
sented, some even who had advised his lofty demeanour
towards the Pope, appeared drawn together by their
ambition, by their desire of liberty or of power, by
their fears and by their hopes of gain or advancement,.
by their conscientious churchmanship, or their base re-
solution to be on the stronger side.    Already in Ulm,
where the diet at Tribur had been agreed upon, Otho
of Constance had made his peace with the
Church;   the feeble Siegfried of Mentz did
the same.    The Bishops of Verdun, Strasburg, Liege,
Munster, and Utrecht obtained easier absolution, some
of them having from the first disapproved of the King's
proceedings.

The legates of the Pope, Sighard Patriarch of Aquileia,
and Altman Bishop of Passau, whose life had been en-
dangered in the suppression of the married clergy, with